
From:
To: Nicole Moutoux/R9/USEPA/US@EPA; Craig Cooper/R9/USEPA/US@EPA; David Cooper/R9/USEPA/US@EPA; Luis

Garcia-Bakarich/R9/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:
Subject: EPA at West Hills Neighborhood Council Santa Susana Mountain Area Committee
Date: 06/14/2009 09:23 PM
Attachments: HealthAssessmentRequestSigned LARWQCB DTSC.pdf

Dear Nicole, Craig, David, and Luis,
 
First I want to thank you for agreeing to appear at the WHNC SSMAC on June 24, 2009.
 
I have not announced this meeting to the community yet for two reasons.
 
1) At the TASC meeting, there was a lot of opposition to you being there - a lot of distrust of every one -
Boeing, the DOE, and the EPA - everyone except "Gregg Dempsey". I am so sorry about that.
 
2) The next night we had a similar group of people, and they asked why DTSC, NASA, the GSA, and the
DOE were at our meeting. Yet some of those same people can be shown voicing their concerns to our full
Board and to the SSMAC on a regular basis.
 
We at the WHNC are making every effort to make sure that when you come, you will feel very welcome
and protected.
 
This is from the March 2009 minutes:
"DEFINITION of SSMAC & CONDUCT OF SSMAC MEETINGS: Revised: 
04/18/09

The SSMAC is a Standing Committee of the Los Angeles City Chartered West
Hills Neighborhood Council (WHNC).

We are a gathering of WHNC Stakeholders, that is; anyone who lives works,
owns property and/or has a declared interest in West Hills.

This Committee has as its policy to Engage ALL interested parties, including:
         (1)  All WHNC Stakeholders
         (2)  City, State & Federal Regulatory Agencies
         (3)  Other City, County, State & Federal Agencies & Organizations
         (4)  Current & potential Owners, Operators and Staff Members of the   
                the properties of Concern  (most of whom who are, by definition, 
                WHNC Stakeholders, anyway)
         (5)  Environmental Activists
         (6) Health and Environmental Experts

As with any Official Government Organization in the State of California, we are
bound by the Ralph M. Brown Act.   Public Comment, the Participation  of all
interested parties and involved government agencies and Preparation  for our
meetings is actively encouraged.  

We come together to learn about, to share our experiences, to discuss and to
develop NC-related recommendations regarding the environmental conditions
of our NC’s neighborhood and all sides of the Santa Susana Mountain.
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We welcome and will consider all opinions but have a zero-tolerance for
unseemly behaviors, foul language and personal attacks in our meetings and in
our dealings with others."
 
I am working on the agenda, and I hope to have it up by this Friday.
 
What I would like to know is the topic(s) that you plan to address for the agenda. And I would like to know
if anyone can also address the TASC Program.
 
Also, I don't recall if I sent you this with my email blast, but just in case, the LARWQCB and DTSC are
asking for a community health risk assessment to see if there is are any Areas of Concern that new cases
of cancer or other illnesses above what are to be expected are being found close to the SSFL site.
 
Please let me know your plans.
 
Thank you.
 
Chris Rowe
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June 7, 2009 

Jonathan Fielding, MD. MPH 
Director and Health Officer 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
313 N. Figueroa St., Rm 806 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Roberc M. Levin, MD 
Public Health Officer/Medical Director 
Ventura County Department of Public Health 
2240 E .  Gonzale.s Rd., Suite 210 
Oxnard. CA 93036 

RE: REQUEST FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSJ.VIENT IN THE VICINITY OF THE 
BOEING COMPANY'S SANTA SUSANA FIELD LABORATORY, SL"11 VALLEY 

Dear Dr .  Fielding and Dr. Levin: 

During its May 8. 2009 meeting, the Los Angeles Regiooal Water Quality Control Board received 
sworn testimony from individuals who Jive in the vicinity of The Boeing Company's Santa Susana 
Field Laboratory asserting that they. along with numerous other area residents, have experienced 
serious illnesses-including cancer, lymphoma, thyroid failure. and miscarriage-as a result of 
exposure to contamination emanating from the field laboratory. Given the widespread presence of 
toxic chemicals and radioactive substances at the site. proximity of residential neighborhoods to the 
field laboratory, potential exposure pathways and compelling, albeit antidotal, nature of the testimony 
presented, the Regional Board requests both the Los Angeles County and Ventura County Departments 
of Public Health to consider conducting a community health assessment of those who live adjacent to 
the Santa Susana Field Laboratory. Geographic areas of particular interest include the northern portion 
of Ahmanson Ranch. American Jewish University/Brandis-Bard.in, Black Canyon, Bell Canyon, 
Dayton Canyon, Oak Park. eastern portion of Roscoe Boulevard, Runkle Canyon. Sage Ranch, Santa 
Susana Knolls, Valley Circle Boulevard, West Hills and Woolsey Canyon. 

To assist you with determining the appropriateness and scope of a health assessment, I would like to 
bring to your attention the following information resources: 

• The Deparcment of Toxic Substances Control is the lead agency overseeing the environmental 
investigation and remediation at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory. It has created a web site 
that contains information on the type. fate and transporc and toxicity of contaminants found at 
the field laboratory. The address for DTSC's web site is: 

www.dtsc-ssfl.com/ 
• The Regional Board, which is addressing wastewater and stormwater runoff issues at the site, 

also has established an electronic information repository with a wealth of site-related 
information. The address for this web site is: 

www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/board decisions/tentative orders/individual/npdes/Boeing Sa 
nta Susana Field Lab/index.shtml 
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• A study conducted by The University of California Los Angeles found elevated levels of 
cancer-related deaths among cenain groups of individuals who had worked at the field 
laboratory. This study can be viewed by visiting www .ph.ucla.edu/erg/current.html 

• Notably. a 2007 study of cancer incidence in the residential population surrounding the Santa 
Susana Field Laboratory, conducted by The University of Michigan, School of Public Health, 
found elevated incident rates among those living in the vicinity of the field laboratory. A copy 
of this study has been enclosed with this letter. 

• An assessment similar to the one envisioned by the Regional Board was conducted by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health. This assessment considered the impact of the 
Sunshine Canyon Landfill on the health of north Los Angeles County residents: its findings 
were reported in the document titled, "Final Report on Community Health Concerns and the 
Sunshine Canyon Landfill". This study could serve as a template for the one being requested. 
A copy of this report has been enclosed with this lener. 

A health assessment would assist the Regional Board with addressing the migration of contaminants 
from the field laboratory. Additionally, it would provide area residents with critical and much desired 
information on the impact of the field laboratory on their current health and future wellbeing. 

On behalf of the Regional Board, I look forward to your response. 

Enclosures (2) 

Cc: Dr. Steve Teutsch, Chief Science Officer. County of Los Angeles, Department of Public 
Health 

Ms. Sandy McNeel. Research Scientist, Environmental Health Investigations Branch, 
California Depanment of Public Health 

Board Members (7), Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Ms. Tracy Egoscue, Executive Officer, Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Mr. Norm Riley, Division Chief. Depanment of Toxic Substances Control 

California Enviromnental Protection Agency 
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